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Assessing with Primary Sources 
 

Grade Level: Middle School (6-8) 
 

Standard(s) or 
Objectives: 

CCSS.RI8.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
CCSS.RI6.5 - Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 
section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 

 
Library of Congress Resources: 

 

Paul Alexander Steppe, Jr. (1992). An Everlasting Watch. Retrieved from 
Library of Congress American Memory website at: 
http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp-
stories/loc.natlib.afc2001001.04941/pageturner?ID=pm0001001&page=7 
 

 
 
 
Topic Background: The author narrates a cold night in December, 1951 when a soldier was in 
the front line guarding and waiting to switch guarding with a private.  
 
Excerpted from: http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp-
stories/loc.natlib.afc2001001.04941/pageturner?ID=pm0001001&page=7 
 
Source Used: The source used for this assessment includes excerpts from a memoir that 
narrates the experiences of war veterans. 
 
Multiple Choice Answer Key: 
Question 1 – D 
Question 2 – B 
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1. According to the passage, Being a 
soldier is a strenuous position. Which 
sentence in the text supports this claim? 
(CCSS.RI. 8.1) 

A. It was here that a well built, bunker 
accommodate more than 12 people at one 
time.. 

B. Everyone had the chance to enjoy this 
wonderful invention. 

C. It was time for me to relieve him from his 
duties. 

D. It was my turn for another two hours of 
sitting, and staying alert outside the bunker 
in the strenuous weather condition. 

2. Which is the meaning of the word 
“bunker” as it is used in this passage? 
(CCSS.RI.8.4)  
 

A. a war tank 
B. a shelter 
C. a fortress 
D. a boat 

 

 




